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NEXT _ MEETING 


Eriday, 5th December, 1975 

Central Technical School, 8pm, 

Speakers; Various members have "volunteered" 
to provide a variety of interesting subjects 
NEAT EXCURSION © 


a 


Sunday, 7th December, 

To Clunes Swamps, lead by 

This should prove to be an interesting 
outing, 


LAST WMBETING 


Mr. Hooper provided a most interesting 
evening dealing with Plant Families and 
relationships, ilany early volunes on 
Australian plants are now found to be un- 
procurable and at some variance with the 
latest research so that Willis's two Vol- 
umes are a valuable acquisition to anyone 
interested in Flora of Southern Australia, 
Most plant families are known by Latin 
names because Latin was the common language 
of the early botanists who carried out 
research, lir Hooper, in his address, also 
provided many interesting snippets of 
information on how many plants were named, 

Mrs Bedggood provided a large collection 
of mounted specimens of many of the pliant 
species to be found on a short walk round 
Ballarat . She got rather wet collecting 
some in time for the meeting, too, 


BALLARAT FIELO NATURAL 


Mr, S, Reynolds, 22 Howitt St, 


far as Colac and Lake Corangamite 


st 


CLUE | 


NEWS SHEET -— DECE ABER 1975 


Mr, W, Murphy, 1320 Dana St, 


Mr, P, Fry, 119 3tawell St, 


Miss E, Fry, Phone 326454 


LAST EXCURSION 


Was to. the Mt Erip area led by 
Mrs 3edggood, and it proved most 
interesting, Although the weathe1 
previously had been rather damp, 
the 3th November was greatly im- 
proved, The rough track into Mt 
Erip was successfully negotiated 
by 7 cars, then per fost became 
the metnod of progress, The 
clear conditions allowed Mr G, 
Clarke to point out many inter- 
esting features to the south as ./ 


and relate some of the carly 
history of the area, Some 55 
plants were reacily identified 
including spider orchids, pink 
fingers, seozards and a number 
of Acacias and cucalynts in 
bloom, 3ird life cid not appear 
t: be over plentiful although a 
pair of brown hawks provided a 
thrilling aerial display, 

POS T-BOK 

& note from Victorian National 
Parks association tells that supse+ 
lies of "The Alps at the Cross- 
roads" are still available in 

hard of soft covers, Sce secretar) 


re prices ind orders, 


Soa 


ECSTSCK contd... In N,E,N. ilewsletter a note regarding research on 
rossible medicinal benefits of Nat:.« plants, A report of Medical 
analysis by the University of Tasmania, 


Tin FRY FAMILY, on November 13th, again visited Hunts Bridge on the 
East Moorabc.1 River below Mt Egerton and found the river flood 
Level much reduced, Many of the flowers previosly found in flower 
had finished but matted bush-pea (Pultinea pedanculata) was still a 
delight to be seen, Leopard Orchids.(Diurrus maculata) was readily 
found in bloom, Several large plants of Climatus asistata were a 
-Gelight in the sunlight, Native and Honey bees were busy «very 

@, Bird life was not :.2arly so o»Dvious but again two brown 
hawks gave a good aerial display riding the air currents over the 
SOrgee 


Tak LATEST edition of the Guinness Book of .ecords claims that a 
Tight bulb at the Livermore (California) Fire Department has been 
burning continuously since 1901, 


“cke, These two chaps are walking <clong < road littered with 
paper, cans and smashed bottles, Overhead the sky is clouded with 
smog coming from factory chimneys which lire the road, One guy 
says to the other "Wouldn't it be much better if we'd shoot for a 
planet that'd offer the possibility of life as we DON'T know it?” 


Hakes sense, except the devil you don't kncw is worse than the 
one you do, . 


UNS ROTSERHAM has given me this report to type in two pieces but 
as the next newsletter goes out in March, it seems to me that this 
report will be old hat by then, so iere it all is now, 

Editor, 


Conservation and the regeneration of despoiled areas of the 
“iallee were the main themes of a week’s camp organised by the CAz 
in the Kulkyne Forest, About 114 aduits ard 35 children attended 
the camp on the shores of Lake Mournpoul, cne of a chain of lakes’ 
along Chalka Creek (an anabranch of th2 Murray River, north of the 
Eattah Lakes National Park.) ‘Courses were held in photgraphy, 
painting and natural history. Many kid to take second choice as 
the natural history course was bookec out vith a waiting list of 
60, The group was tutored by leading Australian ornithologist 
Mark Gottsch, assisted by Bob Corbould fron the Sunraysia Natur- 
alists Research Trust, wth a number of visiting speakers - con- 


= kbs 
servationist “orm Favaloro, foresters and rangers from adjoini: + Hattah Lakes 
National Park, 

The Xulkyne Forest was robbed of its trees in the early pioneering years 
when the idursay Pines were coveted for timber and firewood for the river steam- 
ers and for fenceposts and runners for the citrus orchards, Grazing o: stock 
from the old Kulkyne Homestead further denuded the landscape, assisted by the 
rabbits which have prevented regeneratinn of the young trees, 

The Forests Commission is now trying to reclaim the area, Sheep grazing 
has ceased but conservationists are unhappy that controlled cattle grazing on 
special permit is still allowed, although the Commission says it can have all 
stock out withi:: a week, Conservationists are also unhappy about the Lands 
Cepartment's efvorts to eradicate rabbits, A long swathe of 1080 poison has 
been laid for several miles through the area, There is an argument that this 
should not have been used before its full affects were known, No possums have 
been seen in tie area for some time, though it is unknown whether this can 
be attributed io the 1080 or a marsupial virus,  ©.2 one of our excursions, 
possum marks wore noted on a redgum which gave rise to hopes that they may be 
on the way back, ; 

Objectives of the Forests Commission are to restore the ecological balance 
of the forest, to maintain areas within the forest as natural areas for study,  \ 
to maintain wildlife habitat, to provide timber products for the local comm- 
unity, grazing for cattle under controlles agistment and to provide for the 
increase in forest recreation, The forest is to be zonei into priority areas 
‘with improvements to major access tracks to allow people to see more of the 
forest attractions and wildlife, 

The camp itself was a triumph for MADEC (Mildura Aiult Education) and the 
result of several years planning, The camp site was in an isolated area, 64 
km from Mildura with access only through the national park at Hattah or the 
flood-threatened track from Colignan, The Army providied freshwater tanks, 
three big marquees for lecture theatres, and an electric generator for film 
shows and a refrigerator van, ‘Cespite the primitive bush showers and hygiene 
facilitbes, the organisation was such that not one case of illness occurred, 
The Forests Commission set up small barbecues and attractive picnic tables 
hewn from redgum logs and arranged a massive log campfire area for the evenings, 

Lake Mournpool was a delight,, Stands of ancient redgums edged the flood- 
beds along the shores, surrounded a few yards out by an open parkland of black 
, box. Many of the trees bore scars huncreds of years old where the original 
inhabitants had cut the bark for canoes, shields and coolamons, The camping 
area was backed by arid red sand dunes, their scoured amphitheatres yielding 
traces of ancient Aboriginal culture. Beyond this again was the Mallee - in 
full flower, This part of the Mallee escaped the disastrous fires of last 
summer, (The burnt out areas along the highway - blackened, stark and bare - 
were beginning to show traces of new green growth, but much of the wildlife 


was annihilated in the intensi:y of the Py nee.) 


a, 


Big stretches of the Mallee are being whittled away for wheat 
farms, Control of the Murray floodwaters and the building of 
the Dartmouth dam will affect the lakes in the “ulkyne. Rise 
and falls in the lazes and creeks is necessary for the regen- 
eration of the redgums, Zuropean carp are also said to be dev- 
astating the area. Loss of reeds and grass growth will affect 
the ibis rookeries. Norm Favaloro expressed hope for a Water 
bet to reserve water and wetlands for wildlife. S5ig water was 
not sufficient, ‘he pointed out, a3 birds, such as ducks and terns 
need shallow water for breeding. Trail bikes were also becoming 
a problem, Birds were not as numcrous as usual during our stay, 
perhaps die to the numbers in the groups, but we compiled a 
long bird list ranging from pelicans, carters, cormorants, white. 
egrets, black cuck, grey and chestnut teal anc other water bircs 
to native hens, brilliant redcappea robins, numerous Regent 
parrots and Mallee ringnecks, whirctling aitveam weebills, painted 
guail, blackfaced cuckoo shrike, erestec. bellbird, flocks of 
pink “Major Mitchell cockatoos, humerous species of honeyeaters, 
blackface: dotterel and owlet nightjars, And, of course, there 
were flocks of emus, and magnificent -ig red kangaroos, We 
found three malle fowl nests but Lo occuvents, Sob Corbould's 
longhandled mirror enabled BS to see into many nests, including 
eagles’, chough's, currawong's. We also found a frillnecked 
dragon and rare two-lined lizarca, 

During our holiday we were also fortunate enough to take part 
in the Western Victorian Fielé Netvralists' gathering at Mildura, 
where we visited Ming's Billabong and the Red Cliffs pumoing 
station; and Iiartin and I later mace a journey out to the Walls 
of China, where ANU is doing archaeological research on the dry 
bed of Laxe Mungo, ©n the journey -19me we walked a delightful 
nature trail through Hattah Lakes National Park and returned via 
the Xeranz Lakes with a visit to the sendigo Field Naturalists 
50th anniversary exhibition - a display of outstanding interest, 
a tremendsus crecit to their ciub zhi the groups who supported 
them, 


Martin anc Mrs Rotherham, 


WEMBERS WILL be disappointed to hear that Mrs Bedggood is in 
hospital after undergoing an operation, We hope you will soon 
be fit and well again, Mrs Becggocc. 
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SPusIsS ta Litter miled is you is now $1.80 due 
ts higher postare costs, Due at .4rceh reeting. 


MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EVERYBODY!!!!! 


